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Y6 Knowledge Organiser 
Automata Toys - Mechanisms 

Key Knowledge 

What is a cam used for? A cam is a rotating or sliding piece in a 
mechanism. It changes rotary motion to linear motion 

 

 
 

There are also different types of Cams 

Egg-shaped,                     off-centre                            round 

                                                    

Eclipse                             hexagon                                

                         

 

Vocabulary 

• Cams 

• Jelutong 

• Dowel 

• Product 

• Levers 

• Linkages 

• Components 

• Axle 

• Automata 

• Follower 

• Reciprocating 

• Shaft 

• Linear 

• Rotary 

 

 
 

Key Knowledge 

  A Follower 
    A follower is a machine part that moves by being 

pushed or pulled by another part. The follower is level for 

most of the cam's rotation, then is suddenly pushed up at 

regular intervals. 

Eg of followers 

  Follower 

 

 

 


