Huyton with Roby CE Primary School

Welcome Pack – September 2016
Welcome to a new school year, we look forward to working with you. This pack is intended to give you some basic information about your child’s new year group. 

Home School Agreement

	Parents/Carers
	School
	The Child

	Ensure my child attends, arrives on time, dresses in school uniform and is equipped for the day’s activities.
	Provide a safe, stimulating, caring and nurturing Christian environment to enable your child to achieve his/her potential.
	Attend school regularly and on time.

	Encourage respect for all staff, pupils and other adults in the wide community.
	Value your child and to recognise his/her achievements.
	Wear my school uniform and be tidy in appearance.

	
	
	Show pride and commitment to my work.

	Inform school by telephone on the first day of my child’s absence and follow up in writing on return to school.
	Provide timely and regular communications for all school matters.
	Be polite, helpful and respect other people and their property.

	Develop a partnership and open communications.
	Offer aid and advice to further your child’s development.
	Be responsible for the care of my possessions

	Become involved in the life of the school.
	Ensure that your child is treated fairly and with respect.
	Be responsible for my actions.

	Contribute and support my child in his/her education.
	Be open, welcoming and offer opportunities for you to become involved in the daily life of the school.
	Be proud of my school.

	Together we will try to:

Work in partnership to enable children to achieve their full potential.

Discuss any problems arising amongst the children and work together to reach a resolution.


Equipment List 

This year, your child will need the following equipment:

· Indoor PE Kit – White t-shirt and shorts with pumps

· Outdoor PE kit – Tracksuit suitable for outdoor PE in the winter, trainers

(These PE kits can be brought into school on Monday and hung on your child’s peg so they are available all week)
· Please remember that mobile phones, jewellery, nail varnish, make-up or excessive hair decorations are not permitted in school. 
· School uniform should be worn. Grey trousers, skirt or pinafore dress. White polo shirt, shirt or blouse. Red jumper, sweatshirt or cardigan. Grey or white socks. Black school shoes, no trainers. 

· If your child is in the year group which has the opportunity to go swimming, there will be a donation required to cover cost of transport to the baths. Details will be confirmed nearer to the sessions. The following equipment will be required: 

· Shorts / Costume – shorts should be no longer than the knee, costumes must be one piece, no bikinis. 

· Towel

· Hair brush, if needed.
· Swimming hat – recommended.
· Children should not bring deodorant spray and must bring their swimming kit in a suitable bag. 
School Trips 
School trips are a valuable part of the curriculum. In order to run the trips we ask for a donation to offset the costs. Trips usually cost around £10 and these are dependent on sufficient donations being collected.  Details of trips will be available on the newsletter or website or through your child’s class teacher as they are arranged. 
Reading in School 

As always, any help to come in to read with the children would be greatly appreciated. If you wish to come and assist with this, please speak to your child’s class teacher. You will also need to complete the DBS forms for our school records. Thank you. Please ensure your child has a book bag in which to transport books or homework. 
Homework
Each week your child should receive homework appropriate to your child’s age. We encourage you to work with your child to support them in their homework; this year we are intending to send out examples of completed homework to support parents. Please see your child’s teacher with any concerns regarding homework. Please do not let your child become distressed about homework. It should be an enjoyable addition to support learning, not a chore.  
Food Tasting

During the year there are a number of times when the children will taste different foods. If there are any food allergies that you are aware of, please let us know on the reply slip. 

Observations

At times during the school year we have a number of students or other professionals working in school. The courses or pieces of work of these visitors are varied but a common theme is the need to observe children at work. All observations are confidential and anonymous. 

Permission to Walk
There are occasions during the school year when, as part of their curriculum studies, classes need to leave the school premises for walks or visits not requiring transport, such as visits to Huyton Library or for surveys of local amenities. Such walks or visits always take place during school hours and are always adequately supervised with extra adult help. Even though there are no costs involved, we do need to obtain your permission for your child to participate in any such visit during the school year. Please ensure you have signed the appropriate section on the reply slip. 
Internet
As part of your child’s curriculum and the development of computer skills, we have a computer system that gives your children access to the internet. We believe that the children will benefit enormously from this facility. We feel that in today’s technological world, it is essential that the children have the skills to use the internet and email communication. Please would you read the ‘Pupil Acceptable Use Policy Agreement’ below and sign the consent for so that your child may use the internet at school.
Mindful of the problems there are with children gaining access to undesirable materials, we have taken steps, along with the Local Authority, to deal with this. Our internet access is supplied by Knowsley M.B.C. and it has a built in filtering system that restricts access to sites containing inappropriate content. All our screens are in public view and an adult will be present to supervise. No system is perfect, however, and you should be aware that it is not possible to remove entirely the risk of finding unsuitable material. If you would like to have a look at any of our relevant policies or require more information, please contact school.
Pupil Acceptable Use Policy Agreement

The school will try to ensure that pupils will have good access to ICT to enhance their learning and will, in return, expect the pupils to agree to be responsible users.
Acceptable Use Policy Agreement 

I understand that I must use school ICT systems in a responsible way, to ensure that there is no risk to my safety or to others.

For my own personal safety:

•
I understand that the school will monitor my use of the ICT systems.

•
I will treat my username and password like my toothbrush – I will not share it, nor will I try to use any other person’s username and password.

•
I will be aware of “stranger danger”, when I am communicating on-line. 

•
I will not disclose or share personal information about myself or others when on-line. 

•
I will tell an adult if I see any unpleasant or inappropriate material or messages or anything that makes me feel uncomfortable on-line.  

I will act as I expect others to act toward me:

•
I will respect others’ work and property and will not access, copy, remove or otherwise alter any other user’s files. 

•
I will be polite and responsible when I communicate with others, I will not use strong, aggressive or inappropriate language.

•
I will not take or send images of anyone without their permission. 
•
I will only use my personal hand held / external devices (mobile phones / USB devices etc) in school if I have permission. 

•
I will not install or attempt to install programmes of any type on a machine, or store programmes on a computer, nor will I try to alter computer settings. 

I understand that I am responsible for my actions, both in and out of school:

•
I understand that the school also has the right to take action against me if I am involved in incidents of  inappropriate behaviour, that are covered in this agreement, when I am out of school and where they involve my membership of the school community 

•
I understand that if I fail to comply with this Acceptable Use Policy Agreement, I will be subject to disciplinary action.  This may include loss of access to the school network / internet, suspensions and contact with parents.


School Website
To show what the children are doing in school, we would like to include both pictures of the children during activities and pieces of work by individual children and groups. For the safety of your child full names will not be used. Could you please read and sign the reply slip and return this via your child’s class teacher.
Displayed Work
During the year, the children’s work is often displayed in school. Also, photographs are displayed of activities that the children have been involved in. At the end of the topic, these are often given out to the children involved.
Curriculum

Please find below the topics or areas your child will be covering this year. We would welcome any input from home to support these areas of learning. Please contact your child’s teacher if you can offer enrichment. 

	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	Science: Gases all Around; 

Properties and changes of materials;
	Science: Forces in Action; Life Cycles;
	Science: 

	History: Ancient Greece;
	Geography: Passport to the World;
	Geography: Why is the Bengal tiger endangered?

	ICT: Let’s change the world: Inventors; 

News Room;
	ICT: Code breakers; Cars;
	ICT: Website Designers; Interactive Art Exhibition;

	RE: The Bible; Christmas – Gospels of Matthew and Luke;
	RE: Jesus the teacher; 
Easter Victory; 
	RE: Women in the Bible; Hinduism
	

	PE: Invasion games – hockey / Gym-Bridges; Dance – Haka / Body Awareness;
	PE: 
	PE:

	French: Numbers;

Telling the time;

School subjects;

Shops; Around the Town;

Christmas Celebrations;


	French: Healthy Eating; Keeping Fit and Healthy;

Recipes;
Easter; 


	French: Weather; Weather Forecasts; Going to the Beach; Persuasive text;

	Art: Greek Theatre  Masks; 


	Art: Watercolours and Boundaries
	Art: India (Rangoli Patterns); 

DT: Moving Toys;

	Music: Steel pan drums (outside provider)
	Music: Steel pan drums (outside provider)
	Music: Steel pan drums (outside provider)

	PSHE
	PSHE
	PSHE


Opportunities to join in your child’s learning. 
There are opportunities across the year for you to join in with part of your child’s school day. This may be by joining in an act of collective worship or an activity in the classroom. Please watch out for dates on the newsletter.  

Christian Values 

Every half term we focus on a different Christian Value. You will find these at the top of the newsletter. They form part of class based worship and sessions of reflection throughout the half term. Alongside these the whole school community voted for the three values they felt to be most appropriate to the school. 

Our three values are:
Perseverance

Respect

Friendship 

Contact with School
Please find below an outline of opportunities to meet school staff or receive information about your child’s learning experience and progress. 
	Term  
	Contact Opportunity 

	Autumn  
	Parent’s Evening 

These meetings offer an individual appointment to discuss your child’s progress from the tests at the end of the previous year to the assessments in autumn, their targets for the next term and any individual concerns. It is also an opportunity to look at your child’s work. Although the time with the teacher is on an appointment basis, you are welcome to stay and look through your child’s work and walk around the school building looking at all that is displayed and happening around the building. There will also be the opportunity to meet governors who will be meeting parents at the door and collecting feedback slips. 

	Autumn 
	Meetings for the parents of children with special educational needs.  

This is an opportunity to look at your child’s ISP (Individual Support Plan) and to talk about the strategies which are being employed with your child. It is an opportunity to talk in depth about your child’s needs. 

	Spring  
	Parent’s Evening 

These meetings offer an individual appointment to discuss your child’s progress from the autumn assessments to those in spring, their targets for the next term and any individual concerns. It is also an opportunity to look at your child’s work. Although the time with the teacher is on an appointment basis, you are welcome to stay and look through your child’s work and walk around the school building looking at all that is displayed and happening around the building. There will also be the opportunity to meet governors who will be meeting parents at the door and collecting feedback slips.

	Spring 
	Meetings for the parents of children with special educational needs.  

This is an opportunity to look at your child’s ISP (Individual Support Plan) and to talk about the strategies which are being employed with your child. It is an opportunity to talk in depth about your child’s needs. The meeting will be with the class teacher and may include Mrs Wills our SENCO – Special Needs Coordinator. 

	Summer 
	Annual Report to Parents and the offer of a meeting to discuss the report. 

The annual report includes end of year attainment, information on progress, behaviour and attendance. Reports will come home early July.  


	Summer  
	Welcome Meeting 

This meeting is chance to listen to a presentation of information about the new year group your child will be joining the next academic year. There is chance to visit the classroom and look around and talk to the teacher on an informal basis. 

	At some time during the year. 
	At some point over the year your child’s teacher will arrange a class visit and a class-led worship time. 

Class Visit

These are an opportunity to come and work alongside your child in class, to experience a lesson or part of a lesson and to observe how your child works at school. These will also give you an opportunity to see your child’s work. It may be in the form of a ‘Stay and Play’ session or an end of the day session leading up to home time. 

Class–Led Worship
These are acts of collective worship which are led by the class or year group your child is in. It is an opportunity for you to join in worship with your child and to see how they are improving at public speaking and presentation skills. 


	Monday
	Maths
	Literacy
	French
	Outdoor PE
	RE

	Tuesday
	Maths
	Literacy
	Times Tables
	Music
	Comprehension

	Wednesday
	Maths
	Literacy
	Grammar
	PSHE (P4C)
	History

	Thursday
	Science
	Science
	Maths
	Literacy
	ICT

	Friday
	Maths
	Literacy
	History
	Art
	Indoor PE
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